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 ñSanta isnôt coming.ò 

by Carol Nguyen 

 

On December 5th, 2015 members 

of the Volunteer Club and other Trinity 

students volunteered at the annual Catho-

lic Charities Serve-A-Thon at Molloy 

College. The gymnasium was trans-

formed into a cheerful winter wonder-

land. The decorations followed a tradi-

tional holiday color scheme of red and 

green. Each of the round tables varied in 

red and green tablecloths and a bouquet 

of balloons was placed on every table for 

a festive flair. As the students formed 

two lines leading the senior citizens into 

the gymnasium, they were greeted with 

friendly hellos. Though each table was 

reserved for a different senior center on 

Long Island, everyone mingled and con-

versed with each other over tea and cof-

fee.  

 Both the senior citizens and stu-

dents enjoyed themselves, dancing along 

to Christmas classics such as ñAll I Want 

for Christmas Is You,ò ñLet it Snow,ò 

and ñRockinô Around the Christmas 

Tree.ò As a surprise to the volunteers, 

many of the senior citizens knew all the 

dance moves to dance songs such as 

ñCupid Shuffle,ò ñCotton Eye Joe,ò and 

unexpectedly even ñWatch Me (Whip/ 

Nae Nae).ò During the party, a few of the 

elderly couples slow-danced to the jazz 

music that was playing. For a brief mo-

ment, a lengthy conga line formed, which 

many of the volunteers and senior citi-

zens joined. Midway through the party, 

the seniors of Holy Trinity who had vol-

unteered at the Serve-A-Thon for all four 

years were honored. Also, a group pic-

ture was taken of all of this yearôs volun-

teers.  

Everyone was laughing and smil-

ing, leaving the overall ambience filled 

with gaiety and happiness. As the volun-

teers served the senior citizens food and 

drinks, the senior citizens told them 

charming stories, gave sage advice, and 

told humorous jokes. They were very 

much interested in the lives of the volun-

teers, asking them about their plans for 

college, their hobbies, and their aspira-

tions in life. Taking the first Saturday of 

December off to volunteer at the Serve-A

-Thon and to spend time with the Long 

Island community of seniors is worth it 

because it is such a refreshing experi-

ence. Everyone should sign up to volun-

teer next year. This yearôs Serve-A-Thon 

was a successful and delightful afternoon 

for not only the senior citizens, but for 

everyone involved in it as well.  

Titans serve up Christmas cheer at  

Catholic Charitiesô annual Serve-A-Thon 

by Naveed Shah 

 

With Decemberôs quick arrival and 

the holidays approaching very soon, 

many of us are getting ready to spend 

time with our loved ones. The holidays 

not only give us the time to show others 

how much we love and appreciate them, 

but also grant us an opportunity to help 

others in need. 

This year, Holy Trinity held its 

annual ñHelp-A-Family Drive,ò which is 

a charity that raises money during 

Christmastime to help local families. 

During homeroom and lunch mods, stu-

dents purchased buttons that benefited 

this charity. The button, which incorpo-

rates the birth of Christ and Holy Trini-

ty, was decorated by junior Katie 

Bilello. Each year, just under a thousand 

buttons are sold. This year the charity 

lasted from December 7th to December 

14th. 

This charity is a great way to re-

mind students that there are people right 

here in our neighborhood that are in 

need. 

When asked about the drive, power 

writing teacher Mrs. Martin responded, 

ñI look forward to it every year, because 

itôs a wonderful reminder of how Holy 

Trinity reaches out to those in need.ò 

by Bridget Klein 

On Saturday, November 24th, Holy 

Trinity hosted a large community craft 

fair. This year, 215 tables were sold to 

participating vendors. The Craft Fair 

housed a variety of unique handmade 

items, from festive Christmas ornaments 

to beautiful scented candles. The school 

also held a raffle in which customers 

could buy tickets to put in for a prize of 

their choice. The proceeds made from 

selling tickets went to support our school. 

Clubs in the school donated treats to sell 

at the baked goods table.  

ñThe volunteers who organize the 

craft fair and those who work in it come 

together as one family,ò said Titan Par-

ents Club co-chair Lisa Goodman. ñIt 

puts us in the holiday spirit because we 

do these fundraisers knowing that the 

Titan Parent Club will be able to give 

back to the schooléto the students.ò  

The Titan Parent Club raised over 

$5,000 from raffles, refreshments, and 

baked goods. Combined with the profits 

from the tables, more than $17,000 was 

raised to support our school. All in all, 

the November Craft Fair was a huge suc-

cess, and a great way to kick off the 

Christmas season. 

Help-A-Family Drive raises 

money for those in need  

Trinityôs Craft Fair 

spreads holiday cheer 

 Trinityôs Volunteer Club, moderated by Ms. OôHara and Ms. Maggio,  provided 

food and entertainment to Catholic Charitiesô annual Serve-A-Thon. 

Senior Tommy  Gambino sports this 

yearôs  Help-A-Family button,  

designed by junior Katie Bilello. 
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Disagree with what 

youôre reading on 

these two pages?  

Come to the next 

meeting of  

Trinity Triangle  

and write your own 

opinion piece.  

We meet every  

Tuesday in room 

201 after school. 

by Stephanie Angus 

Editor-in-Chief 

 

When people analyze society in the 

United States, the discussion often falls 

upon the differences between the most 

recent generations. From the Baby 

Boomers, to Generation X, to the Millen-

nials, and even Generation Z, the endings 

and beginnings of different generations 

are subjective. More controversial, how-

ever, are the opinions circulating about 

the nature of my generation (who are 

often considered Millennials, but can 

also be considered a part of Generation 

Z, products of the technological boom). 

Unfortunately, when pointing out the 

negative aspects of my generation, peo-

ple often ignore the positive. 

This holiday season, the younger 

generation has received some criticism 

due to the transition of large market and 

retail chains from ñChristmasò decora-

tions to all-inclusive ornamentation. 

Roosevelt Field Mall changed their holi-

day lighting from the typical red and 

green to a neutral color, inciting irritation 

from some of the holiday shoppers. The 

story made the local news, as some peo-

ple felt this was an attack on Christianity. 

As far as they were concerned, Roosevelt 

Field was insulting its Christian holiday 

shoppers. Perhaps a more popular form 

of the holiday conflict was the Starbucks 

annual holiday cup, which this year was 

a plain red instead of the usual ornate 

design. Like with the lights at Roosevelt 

Field Mall, the change received mixed 

reviews. Some felt the change was a re-

flection of my generationôs over sensitiv-

ity or our excessive ñpolitical correct-

ness.ò  

One of the greatest criticisms of my 

generation from older generations would 

be our sensitivity. Looking at this issue 

from one angle, I can agree that some 

people in my generation do take their 

policing of peopleôs words and actions to 

the extreme (such as in the case of the 

red Starbucks holiday cup). From another 

angle, however, one must acknowledge 

that part of the sensitivity of my genera-

tion comes from its outspoken boldness 

and brave discussion of topics that had, 

up until a few years ago, been considered 

to be taboo. Each generation challenges 

the generation before it. The flappers of 

the roaring twenties, the ñdevilôs musicò 

that was the rock ónô roll of the early 60s 

and late 70s, and even the change in 

makeup to the recent glam reflects im-

portant cultural contrasts between each 

generation. Thanks to the influence of 

technology, my generation benefits from 

a worldly connection that escaped the 

majority of people in earlier generations 

of American history. My generation is 

unafraid to start conversations on topics 

that for the longest time have been con-

sidered indecent. This generation fights 

the ñdonôt ask, donôt tellò attitude that 

previously blocked important societal 

conversations from being had. Today, 

you can see conversations about sexuali-

ty, racism, sexism, the world outside the 

US, and the changes inside the US on 

television and the internet (through sites 

such as YouTube). Anyone with an inter-

net connection or a TV can access these 

videos or discussions. This increased 

access has created increased awareness, 

which some people have transformed 

into excessive sensitivity. In this case, I 

believe that the benefit of awareness out-

weighs the negative. While the size of 

the over-sensitive group is not negligible, 

it is not the majority. 

According to a citation by 

psmag.com in an article, ñMillennials 

Are Less Religiousðand Less Spiritual 

Too,ò Millennials may be moving to-

wards secularism. Recent studies have 

shown an increase in the number of peo-

ple who are less religious or have never 

attended a religious ceremony. Some 

people in older generations attribute this 

generationôs indifference towards nudity 

and appetite for gore and violence to 

their disinterest in religion. I think this is 

partially true, not because I think reli-

gion is the ultimate moral code, but be-

cause of religionôs boundaries. Religion 

provides a set of moral codes for people 

to live by, often dictating their behavior. 

Whether or not these moral standards are 

benevolent is subjective; however, in the 

worldôs most followed religions, regard-

less of how some worshippers twist the 

words of their religions, the general 

guidelines of these religions are to be 

good to others and to be the best person 

you can be. An abstinence from religion 

may be negative if strong moral values 

are not instilled in younger people from a 

different source. On the flip side, a 

movement away from religion has, in 

some ways, given this generation greater 

acceptance of alternative visions. Strict 

adherence to religion can sometimes re-

strict creative thinking, or dissuade peo-

ple from thinking about certain subjects. 

As a spiritual person, who doesnôt belong 

to an organized religion and has attended 

Catholic schools all my life, I find that I 

sometimes hesitate to ponder certain sub-

jects, generally subjects that pertain to 

the unknown and godliness. While I have 

overcome this hesitation with time, I 

have met many people who are still fear-

ful of questioning the unknown. 

Looking at the celebrities of today, 

itôs not difficult to see why some older 

generations consider Millennials to be 

self-absorbed. One aspect of pop culture 

that I often see members of older genera-

tions lamenting is the decline of our mu-

sicians. While I donôt agree that modern 

music is ñtrashò (there are always dia-

monds in the coal), I can agree that cur-

rent media trends focus on the physical 

attractiveness of celebrities as opposed to 

talent. Some of the role models of the 

more recent generations donôt capture the 

ambition and inspirational talent that 

others had. However, it is irrational to 

believe that all of this generationôs celeb-

rities are second-rate. The idols of the 

older generations werenôt saints them-

selves. Connected to the idea that this 

generation is self-absorbed (which it is to 

some degree) is the idea that this genera-

tion is lazy. As the generation of instant 

gratification, older generations express 

concern that this generation doesnôt 

know the meaning of hard work. To 

some degree, this is true. Because we 

donôt have to search for as long a time to 

find solutions to problems (through 

search engines such as Google), many 

people of this generation become dis-

couraged at the thought of reading long 

articles (ha!), doing extensive research, 

or working harder than their 

peers.  Overall, this problem may stem 

from the sheer fact that my generation 

doesnôt have to work as hard in general. 

At times, this trend of instant gratifica-

tion can interfere with my generationôs 

ability to experience the wholeness of 

satisfaction from hard work. They wait 

too long to act. They underestimate the 

values of certain things like love and 

success. They are easily discouraged by 

large workloads and thus settle for not 

experiencing some of the worldôs great-

est treasures. Luckily, despite the pres-

sures of succumbing to the mob mentali-

ty of sloth, ambitious people have a habit 

of emerging from the cracks, fighting the 

plague of inactivity that threatens to 

overcome part of modern America. 

While this generation has its own 

share of problems, it has its fair share of 

advances as well. Where there have been 

obstacles, there has also been progress. 

At the end of the day, each generation 

has its peaks and low points. Each day, 

the world continues to change. 

Recent trends in Millenial  

mindset worry older generations 

The flappers of the 

roaring twenties, the 

ñdevilôs musicò that was 

the rock ónô roll of the 

early 60s and late 70s, 

and even the change in 

makeup to the recent 

glam reflects important  

cultural contrasts  

between each  

generation. 
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by Shannon Whittaker 

 

I could feel my fatherôs arms 

around me. I felt a warm and loving feel-

ing, even though he wasnôt there. Salty 

tears were running down my face. The 

presence of the Lord was there. 

My father passed away about five 

years ago and I havenôt been the same 

since. Ever since he passed away I had 

turned to several self-destructive ways of 

dealing with him not being there any-

more. I always felt a numbness or void 

within myself and could never pinpoint 

what was missing. 

On Saturday, November 15th, 

2015, my perspective on life changed 

forever. 

I was going through a box with his 

clothes and came across his Bible that he 

used to read from every night. I felt the 

need to go through his Bible, just to see 

if there was something he bookmarked 

that he liked. As I removed his clothes 

and the Bible from the box, I instantly 

felt some kind of overwhelming spirit, 

but it was definitely a good feeling. Af-

ter I removed them from the box, I no-

ticed the version of the Bible: The Afri-

can American Jubilee Edition. I thought 

to myself, ñI have never seen this ver-

sion of the Bible before.ò I automatically 

opened it and it opened to Psalm 13, 

because of the bookmark he had used. 

The bookmark was a picture of him and 

my mom, who passed away eight years 

ago, at a nightclub named Moments. In 

the picture they were cuddling around a 

table for two. My mom was wearing a 

red shirt, and my father was wearing a 

black suit. They both looked genuinely 

happy together. When I started to read 

Psalm 13, tears started falling down my 

face.  

Psalm 13 read, ñ1How long, O 

LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

How long will you hide your face from 

me? 2How long must I wrestle with my 

thoughts and every day have sorrow in 

my heart? How long will my enemy tri-

umph over me? 3Look on me and an-

swer, O LORD my God. Give light to 

my eyes, or I will sleep in death; 4my 

enemy will say, ñI have overcome him,ò 

and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 5But 

I trust in your unfailing love; my heart 

rejoices in your salvation. 6I will sing to 

the LORD, for he has been good to me.ò 

At that moment, I finally realized 

what I was missing in my life. Psalm 

13:5-6 is what stood out to me the most. 

It stood out to me because, even though 

we go through trials and tribulations in 

life, we must not give up on God. God 

makes us go through some of the hardest 

situations in life, but when we get 

through them, we are stronger than we 

were before. When my father passed 

away, I gave up on my faith, and I gave 

up on life. Reading that Psalm brought 

me to the realization that the main thing 

missing in my life was my faith in God. 

Everything happens for a reason and I 

honestly believe that my stumbling 

across my fatherôs Bible was my father 

reaching out to me and telling me not to 

lose my faith and that everything will be 

okay. 

Finding Godôs Light 

by Gianluca Ritz                                                            

 

In one of his books the actor/

comedian/writer Woody Allen wrote: 

ñNot only is there no God, but try 

finding a plumber on Sunday.ò 

The following true story not only 

proves that God exists, but also that He 

is watching us very closely.  

The story starts when a man by the 

name of Brian Palazola parks at the side 

of a highway. He is a part of the 

YouTube channel Hammy TV which 

was working on a video that demon-

strates the attitude and behavior of peo-

ple driving on a highway. He would fake 

a flat tire and desperately wave to the 

passing drivers so they could stop to help 

him. 

 After two hours, all the passing 

drivers sped away showing indifference 

and annoyance for the person in need of 

help. However, one person did stop. His 

name was Eric: Brianôs hidden camera-

man started filming. 

Brian welcomed Eric and thanked 

him for helping. However, Brian soon 

realized that Ericôs body was full of 

burns and he asked him what had hap-

pened. Eric told of how his house had 

caught on fire and how the ensuing 

flames managed to destroy everything he 

owned. All he had saved was in his car, 

including his dog. He just came from a 

relatively painful treatment.  

God indeed helps the people that 

show sanctity to him. Imagine Eric, the 

one who needed help the most, stopped 

to help somebody else. Amazing. 

Eric couldnôt stand up for too long 

and went to the trunk of his car to pick 

up his wheelchair with the intent of help-

ing Brian to change his flat tire. 

At this point Brain felt moved. He 

explained to Eric that he was actually 

faking the flat tire and that he was actu-

ally recording a video.  

After buying Eric lunch and a new 

PS4 (during their chat Eric mentioned he 

loved video games) Brian Palazola went 

back to his office and immediately 

launched a fundraiser for Eric on Go-

FundMe. After a few hours the donation 

total reached a staggering amount of 

$200,000 dollars and is still growing. 

Letôs stop and reflect on this story 

for just a minute. We are so attached to 

ourselves we often forget that we are 

nothing without other people to be there 

for us.  

Maybe we can start to realize that 

and hope to work toward bettering our-

selves. Humility is a virtue, after all. We 

can start by helping at home. We can 

clean our rooms, wash dishes, do the 

gardening, or even help clean the bath-

room, which sounds preposterous but in 

reality is not. In fact, in the Royal Air 

Force the first duty of Prince William of 

Englandïïone of the direct descendants 

to the throne of Englandïïwas to clean 

the latrines. 

Once we learn to help out at home, 

we might grow more inclined to under-

stand other people and see life the way it 

should be seen, with happiness and joy. 

The Good Samaritan of the Highway 

Susannah Karp 


