
 

English 9H Summer Reading Study Guide: Heroes, 
Gods, and Monsters 
Why are you reading this book? 

Each day, our world becomes more and more technologically 
advanced. Nonetheless, in our popular culture, we keep returning to 
the timeless stories of gods and heroes. Sometimes, we are 
entertained by new retellings of old tales - Clash of the Titans and 
300, for example. Sometimes, we enjoy stories that address classic 
themes in updated or modernized ways - Percy Jackson, Star Wars, 
and Harry Potter, to name just a few. 

 

Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of the Greek Myths, one of your 
summer-reading books, provides a broad overview of the fantastic 
characters whose adventures have enthralled generations of readers 
and listeners. A well-educated person knows these characters and 
their stories and can relate them to modern life. 

 

Because Heroes, Gods, and Monsters is an anthology rather than a 
novel, we offer this study guide to help you focus on the book's most 
important characters and themes. Students who prepare study guides 
will be permitted to consult them during parts of the Summer Reading 
Test given in class the first week of school. (The test format will be a 
combination of multiple choice questions and written-response 
questions about both summer reading books. You will only be 
permitted to use a study guide for Heroes, Gods, and Monsters.) 

 

**You may print these pages out or create your own guide. You are 
required to read the entire anthology. For your study guide, focus 
especially on these names below.** 



Identify these main figures from the anthology. 

 

Cronus  

Prometheus 

 

 

THE OLYMPIANS  

Zeus  

Hera  

Hades  

Poseidon 

Apollo  

Artemis  

Demeter 

Athene 

Hephaestus  

Aphrodite  

Eros  

Hermes  

Persephone 

 

 

 

 

--Be familiar with each god's special powers and/or the aspects of 
nature with which each god is associated. 

 



HEROES AND MORTALS: Gather key facts about these characters. 

Arachne 

Perseus  

Theseus 

Pandora  

Orpheus 

Narcissus and Echo  

Midas 

Pygmalion  

Psyche 

Medusa 

Centaur 

The Fates 

The Cyclops 

 

 

PLACES 

Mt. Olympus 

Crete 

The River Styx 

Elysian Fields 

 

 

KEY THEMES: Many of the myths focus on characters who behave 
heroically; some myths depict characters who behave foolishly. Be 
able to write in detail about mythic heroes and mythic fools.  

 


